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A BRITISH BASEBALL FANZINE

YARIATIONS ON A THEHE

Knowing my interest in baseball, a member of my family kindly
loaned me a boock that claimed to have a potted history on the
origins of most popular ball gemes. The section covering baseball
certainly covered the Cooperstown/Abner Doubleday ‘'legend’, but also
revealed certain references to the game in American literature pre-
dating Abner Doubkleday, but did not conclusively decide quite where
the origins of the sport lay. However, it was upon completion of
the section on baseball that the interesting bit started, with two
national variations of the sport having a section all to
themselves.

¥elsh baseball is an eleven-a-side affair, with the players scoring
by completing z diamond shape course, but this is marked out with
three posts rather than bases, and a home plate. The rules are to a
very large extent similar, with the bat amd ball being of similar
dimensions and weight. However, a Welsh baseball bat has one
flattened face, rather than being wholly round. There have been
some noises made that it was this VWelsh game that travelled
overseas and became the game known all aver the warld today, but
there is little documentary evidence to either support or refute
this claim.

Finnish baseball is a very different game. Bat and ball are the
same as the American game, but the pitch must be delivered in a
loop, so that it actually hits the plate, much as a cricket bowler
aims at the wicket. The bases are bases, and are laid ocut in a zig-
zag, the distance between each base increasing as the runaner
progresses. The 'batter' may run as soon as the pitch is thrown,
with no need for him to actually 'bat’, but of courss, he will be
out 1f the pitched ball strikes the plate that he's supposed to
defend. If a batter hits the ball, and is caught, he is not out, but
his completion of the four base course does not count as a rum
scored. He can, of course, be put out by getting the batted ball to
first base before the batter arrives, but sadly the article was tao
brief to go into details about siealing, tagging up and so forth.
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CHAKHPIONSHIP PLAYQFFES

Okay folks, concentrate ! This seasons WNational League playoffs
will involve the top six sides in the Senior Division at the close
of the regular season. There will be three matches played on the
Saturday, 25th September, with first place at home to sixth, second
place at home to fifth, and third place at home to fourth. Of the
three sides who win on Saturday, the highest placed side in the
final table will have a bye straight to the final, whilst the other
two must play-off on Sunday morning. Bath the morning qualifier
and the afterncon final, will be played at RAF Feltwell, the service
base for the US forces stationed at Lakenheath and Mildenhall. This
will mean a purpose built diamond, with team dugouts and
scoreboard, and excellent spectator facilties, including
refreshments. This coulid certainly be quite an event, and if the
standard of play seen in the previcus finals can be repeated, it
will be well worth going to see.

REPORTS & SCORES
National League Semjor DMvision Sunday 18tk July
1112]31415({6171812I1RI _HIE!
| 101014 110 ¥P Cody Cain <{(5-0)
ie r l 0102} 615t LF Rob Nelson (7-7)

Varriors had endured a three week lay-off as scheduled games at
Bury Saints and home fo Croydon Blue Jays, failed to materialise,
¥eantime the Spartans had beaten Essex, Birmingham and Cambridge,
and looked to be on e roll., However, it was Spartans who looked
most like a team that hadn't played for three weeks, as Warriors
tock an early lead.

Cody Cain opened his account with a double to rightfield, scaring
Alan Bloomfield, with Alan Smith then batting home Cody Cain,
courtesy of an infield single, poorly dealt with by Spartans
shortstop Julien Fountain.
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A sac fly from Gary Bedingfield halved the deficit for Enfield at
the close of the first, Rob Lanario doing the legwork, but London
forged ahead with three further RBI's in the third, Brad Thompson,
Alan Smith and Steve Marzo, wielding the bat in each case.

A well worked double steal, men on first and +third, brought
Enfield's second run of the day in the bottom of the fourth. Chris
¥cGavern, on his Enfleld debut, set off for second, drawing the
play, whilst the pacy Raob Yuille, slipped home from third.

The introduction of Cody Cain to the mound for London, and with
Spartans Rob Felson settled into his rhythm, the game stayed at 5-
2 Varriors until the top of the eighth, when Spartans opted to
relieve Rob Nelson, Ian Lanario taking his place. EBI's then
followed for both Darrin and Dean Ward, as well as Ccdy Cain and
Oliver Heidecker, and with a seven run lead to protect, Cain calmly
retired the Enfield batters for a London victory,

Batting stat honours 0f the day must go to Spartans Rob TYuille,
batting three for four, (that's half his sides hits !}, closely
followed by Warriors Alan Smith, 2 for 3, and Cody Cain and Oliver
Heidecker, both 2 for 4.

National League Ropkie Division Sunday 25th July
F112131415161718191_TI

st 31 ARt WP Croad

11331011501 LF B Carter

Having received a gracious invitation from the Tonbridge Bobcats to
attend one of their games, and with work requirements precluding
the long trip to Birmingham, I took up their offer, and spent a
very enjoyable affernoon in their caompany.

The majority of the Bobcat team have been promoted from their
youtk squad, as a number of the older team members left Tonbridge
to Join Lashing Sluggers in BEBF Division Two East, and sometimes
moments of inexperience let them down slightly, and certainly nervy
fielding plays, including a number of overthrows, appeared to have
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gifted the game to the Yankees by the close of the second. However,
manager Nick Carter, called for some fielding changes to settle
things down, and gradually a much tidler and more enjoyable game
came about,

Amongst many fielding changes, each of the Tonbridge players
apparently capable of playing several positions quite well, one
that really stood out was the move of Alex HMalihoudis from 2nd
base to catcher. Despite being 14, and a very slightly built 5ft
4in, he can already throw a mean peg to second, and it was only
the fielders old cricketing habit of getting the whole body behind
the ball, rather than leaning from the bag, intc the ball, that
prevented him claiming several assists on the afternoon.

For the Yankees, Croad pitched well throughout, though his tendancy
to rely on speed (at least in terms of the British game), rather
than guile, did lead tc a few walks conceeded, but having batted in
three RBI's himself, his overall performance bas to be described as
good.

STARDINGS

Send Divisi Rockie Divisi

¥ L Pent GB ¥ L Pent GB
London VWarriors 9 1 .800 Londeon Stormers 6 2 .7%0
Enfield Spartans 8 4 .,667 2 Lakenheath Yankees 3 1 .760 1
Esgex Bagles 7 4 .636 2% Tonbridge Bobcats 6 3 .667 4
Bury Saints 4 4 5006 4 Basildon Kariners 15 .187 4
Cambridge Knights 5 7 .417 5 Cambridge Monarchs 1 6 .143 4%
Croydon Blue Jays 4 7 .364 5% Table to 12/7/93
Birmingham Brewers 3 6 .333 5%
¥Waltham Fst Angels 2 & .182 74

Table to 18/7/83

Sadly more recent results were not available at time of going to
press., I hope to have more up to date information next issue,
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